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Grattan’s work has influence

“In recent years Grattan 
Institute has emerged 
as one of the most 
important think-tanks 
in Australia. Its forte is 
evidence-based work, 
a wide lens and a keen 
eye for priorities.”

Paul Kelly,  
Editor-at-Large, The Australian
12 June 2012

“Economic think 
tanks of the 
excellence of 
Grattan Institute…” 

Tony Shepherd,  
President, Business Council of 
Australia and Chairman of the 
Commission of Audit.
ABC Radio National
June 2012

“The report offers a 
much more sensible 
view of the Australian 
economy than present 
in the Commission of 
Audit. It also did not 
require the government 
having to spend $2.5m 
to get it”

Greg Jericho
The Drum, May 2014 3

John Daley  
CEO

“Grattan does independent,  

rigorous and practical 

work to improve Australian 

public policy. We base 

our findings on the facts, 
and discuss them in a 

compelling way with 

decision-makers and  

the public.”

John Daley, who has worked for ANZ 
and McKinsey, is one of Australia’s 
leading public policy thinkers, with 25 
years experience in the public, private 
and university sectors. 

Mentions of Grattan’s work in the media Mentions of Grattan’s work in official sources
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“Australia’s 
universities have 
more students than 
ever before. We 
need to find ways to 
teach them well at 
an affordable cost.”

Andrew Norton  
Higher Education

“We need to define 
what outcomes 
we want from 
schools, and help 
young Australians 
develop the 
skills, knowledge 
and personal 
capabilities needed 
to thrive in a digital 
world.”

Peter Goss 
School education

“Rising health 
costs capture 
headlines but they 
can be contained, 
and we can create 
a better health 
system while  
doing so.”

Stephen Duckett  
Health 

“A once-in-a-century 
mining boom has 
reshaped the entire 
economy, producing 
new winners and 
losers. Productivity 
performance matters 
more than ever in 
building a powerful, 
agile economy for a 
new century.’’

Jim Minifie 
Productivity Growth

“As our cities and 
freight networks 
expand, the 
distance between 
jobs and population 
centres grows, 
we desperately 
need transport 
that better serves 
the economy and 
people.’

Marion Terrill  
Transport

“Australia is 
redesigning its 
energy systems 
for a low-carbon, 
high-growth world. 
Grattan provides 
durable policy 
solutions for a 
market economy 
facing fundamental 
change.’’ 

Tony Wood 
Energy

Program Directors

Stephen Duckett is one 

of Australia’s leading 

health economists, and 

a former Secretary of 

the Commonwealth 

Department of Health. 

Andrew Norton advised 

former Education Minister 

David Kemp and University 

of Melbourne Vice-

Chancellor Glyn Davis. He 

co-wrote the 2014 Review 

of the demand-driven 

higher education system.

Marion Terrill has 

extensive experience in 

the Commonwealth public 

service. She helped to 

write the 2010 Henry Tax 

Review, and also worked 

as Director of Policy at the 

Business Council. 

Tony Wood worked at 

Origin Energy for 11 years, 

and was an adviser to 

the first Garnaut climate 
change review. 

Dr Peter Goss has over 

10 years experience as  

a strategy consultant, 

advising Federal and State 

governments on service 

delivery innovation.

Dr Jim Minifie is a former 

Chief Economist at Boston 

Consulting Group. 
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The Board

Alex Chernov AC 
QC Chairman 
Australian jurist and was 
Governor of Victoria 2011 
to 2015

Andrew Mackenzie
Chief Executive Officer, 
BHP Billiton

Dr Ian Watt AO
Former Secretary, 
Department  
of the Prime Minister  
and Cabinet

Prof Glyn Davis AC 
Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Melbourne

Peter Scanlon
Chairman, Taverners 
Group and the Scanlon 
Foundation

Prof John Funder 
AO
Senior Fellow, Prince 
Henry’s Institute of 
Medical Research at 
Monash Medical Centre

Geraldine Doogue
Journalist and 
broadcaster

Dr David Kemp AC 
Former Minister for 
Education, Training 
and Youth Affairs and 
for Environment and 
Heritage

Chris Eccles
Secretary of the 
Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, Victoria

Carol Austin 
Director of HSBC Bank 
Australia Limited

Jillian Segal 
Professional company 
director with a legal and 
regulatory background
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Six of the best: reports that changed the debate

The global gas revolution is poised to 

create a huge Australian gas industry 

and big price rises for consumers. 

The knowledge-intensive economy is 

reshaping our cities and leaving too 

many residents too far from jobs. 

Australia pays $1.3 billion a year too 

much for prescription drugs. It’s time to 

get tough with drug companies. 

The centre of high performance in 

school education is now East Asia. 

Studying these systems can improve 

our children’s lives. 

Australians pay up to three times more 

than they should in superannuation 

fees. Change could save them $10 

billion a year. 

Rising health, pension and 

infrastructure spending will force 

governments to find $70 billion a year 
by 2024 to balance their budgets. 

“Thought leaders on urban 
issues such as the Grattan 
Institute”

The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP,
Prime Minister,
18 September 2014

“Andrew Norton has 
made the Grattan Institute 
higher education reports 
compulsory reading for 
Ministers of Education 
and their staff, Vice 
Chancellors, and the 
education media”

Professor Warren Bebbington
Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Adelaide
October 2013

“The best analysis I have 
seen on avoidable costs, 
pricing, activity based 
funding  in the current 
hospital landscape”

Rob Mathie, Assistant Auditor- 
General of New South Wales, 
on Grattan’s report, Controlling 

costly care: a billion-dollar 

hospital opportunity, March 2014 
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What you get out of Grattan

Influencing policy makers 
and the public

Grattan regularly holds Chatham 

House Rule events with policy makers, 

affiliate representatives and other 
stakeholders to discuss policy issues, 

often in the context of Grattan work in 

progress or after publication.

Grattan seeks to engage the widest 

possible audience. Speakers at our 

public forums include Ministers, 

public servants and leaders from the 

academic and private sectors. More 

than 16,000 people receive regular 

email bulletins on our activities.

Affiliate Benefits

Grattan Institute tailors its programs to the needs and interest of each affiliate. We 
recognise three levels of affiliate support.

Businesses, and other organisations, can benefit directly from their affiliation with 
Grattan Institute. Our staff can assist the strategy-making of boards and senior 

management teams by providing a view of emerging public policy directions and 

how they might affect an affiliate’s particular business or service.

Grattan staff are drawcard presenters for clients, customers and stakeholders 

interested in thoughtful and informed policy discussions. Corporate affiliates have 
privileged advance notice of Grattan’s future research and publications so they can 

plan events straight after publication.

Grattan affiliates are invited regularly to private discussions over lunch and dinner 
with Grattan Institute visitors, staff and board members. Their views on Grattan’s 

future research directions are sought and valued.

Grattan recognises the support of its affiliates in all its publications, on its website, 
and at public events. This support is vital to helping Grattan Institute improve public 

policy to make Australia a better place for its people and businesses. 

Financial outcomes 2015-16 (All figures in thousand $)

Endowment 
Start of year 40,555

Investment returns -27
Additional funds 290

Sustainable contribution to operating costs -1,835

Operating Deficit -2,629
End of year 36,354

Operating results 

Income 806

Endowment contribution Expenses 1,835

Expenses -4,464

Operating deficit -1,823

“The Grattan Institute’s 
forensic analysis…
demonstrates that only 
a carbon price through 
a market mechanism 
will cut pollution without 
excessive cost to the 
economy or taxpayer”

Greg Combet 
then Minister for Climate 
Change, 7 April 2011

“Jim Minifie, an economist 
at the Melbourne-based 
Grattan Institute, one of 
the leading voices calling 
for change, welcomed 
the report. “The case for 
superannuation reform 
is compelling…” said Mr 
Minifie.” 
Chris Flood,  
London Financial Times,  
July 20 2014



Independent, rigorous, practical

We are independent, taking the perspective of the 
Australian public interest rather than any interest 
group, and we avoid commissioned work to ensure 
this independence. We are rigorous in obtaining 
the best available evidence from published work 
and collecting and analysing our own data. We are 
practical in articulating what governments should do 
to improve the lives of all Australians.

8www.grattan.edu.au


